
   

 

 

 

 

The environment and the Gold Coast Rapid Transit sy stem 
The Gold Coast Rapid Transit (GCRT) system is a $600m Queensland Government transport project 
being delivered by TransLink in partnership with the Gold Coast City Council (GCCC). The system is part 
of the Queensland Government response to improving public transport across the whole Gold Coast and 
reducing congestion on the roads. This project will deliver a transport system that is fast, frequent, 
reliable and integrated with the existing transport network to ensure it meets the needs of the Gold Coast 
community.  

A draft Concept Design and Impact Management Plan (CDIMP) will be available to the public for 
comment before the project is submitted to government.   

The CDIMP includes investigation of all important environmental, economic and social issues. 

Detailed planning for the GCRT system will allow the design to be influenced by in-depth investigation, 
surveys and community consultation with a focus on environmental, economic and social impact. It will 
include ecological, heritage, noise, air quality assessment and impact management assessment. This 
will enable the project team to design the transit system around the environment, ensuring minimal 
impact and the sustainability of natural and built environment. 

Transit Mode 

The rapid transit system is an efficient use of scarce public road space. One lane dedicated to rapid 
transit can carry between five to ten times more than a general traffic lane. The GCRT project is currently 
considering two modes of rapid transit, bus rapid transit (BRT) and light rail transit (LRT). The system 
that is chosen must be capable of meeting the needs of the city until at least 2050. 

BRT will use low floor, air conditioned buses allowing more people to travel in comfort. The buses will be 
powered by the cleanest available engines. Options being considered include compressed natural gas 
engines and hybrid diesel electric power systems. Emissions to the atmosphere would be less than the 
multitude of conventional vehicles operating in the same areas of the city. Noise levels would also be 
less than a conventional diesel bus. 

LRT vehicles will be low floor and air-conditioned. They will operate on a steel track and would be 
powered by reticulated electric power. This means there will be no local emissions of air pollution or 
greenhouse gases. Power will be drawn from overhead wires connected to the main power grid. 

Flora and fauna 

Environmental studies for the GCRT system are designed to identify the location and quality of green 
spaces and waterways along the corridor and develop ways to protect these areas during construction 
and operation of the system. When a preferred alignment for the project is determined TransLink will 
perform on-site investigations to identify all species of flora and fauna along the selected route. 

Special consideration will be given to parts of the natural environment identified as being significant by 
the whole community such as Loder's Creek, Coombabah Wetlands and Cascade Gardens. 

Managing erosion 

Measurements will be put in place to adequately manage and reduce the risk of soil erosion due to 
construction and operation activities. Specific erosion and sediment control plans will be developed 
during the design phase. 

For further information:  
Phone: 1 800 967 377 (freecall) 
Visit: www.translink.com.au/gc_rapidtransit 
Contact: Anna Carroll 5555 4609 


